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Essay Winners Announced for  
PHF’s New Scholarship Fund
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The Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation is the nonprofit partner of the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission. Governed by a volunteer board,  
PHF helps preserve the commonwealth’s rich heritage through charitable funding, membership, grant management, and community engagement.
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The PHF Scholarship Fund is a new pro-
gram of the Pennsylvania Heritage Founda-
tion that awards scholarships to high school 
seniors or college undergraduates who 
have enrolled in a Pennsylvania two-year 
or four-year college-degree program with a 
major in history.
	 Applicants were asked to submit an 
essay on a person, location or event in 
Pennsylvania history that they feel has been 
underrecognized; those applicants whose 
essays were judged as the best received 
scholarships. 
	 The top award of $1,000 went to Rachel 
Legore, of Biglerville, for her essay “Eliza-
beth Thorn: The Angel of Gettysburg.” 
Rachel is now in her sophomore year at 
Harrisburg Area Community College.
	 Two prizes of $500 went to Allison Do-
brinskia, a junior at Pennsylvania Western 
University, California, for “Wayne Griffith” 
and Sarah B. Oberholtzer, starting at Penn 
State World Campus, for “Thaddeus Ste-
vens: The Architect of Reconstruction.”
	 This year’s scholarships were made pos-
sible mostly through a program at Hershey- 
park that provides PHF with funds for vol-
unteers they sign up to work at the park.
	 For more information on the program, 
contact Jodie Dodson at 717-787-9123 or 
c-jododson@pa.gov.

Above, Elizabeth Thorn (1832–1907), 
right, was the subject of the essay 
by Rachel Legore that won the top 
PHF Scholarship award. Thorn was 
the caretaker of Evergreen Ceme-
tery in Gettysburg while her 
husband Peter was serving in the 
Union Army, 1862–65. After the Battle 
of Gettysburg in 1863, she helped 
care for the wounded and buried 
100 soldiers who died in the conflict.
Wikimedia Commons
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Trails of History Sites  
and Museums

 
BRANDYWINE  
BATTLEFIELD PARK
Chadds Ford, 610-459-3342
brandywinebattlefield.org 
 
BUSHY RUN BATTLEFIELD
Jeannette, 724-527-5584
bushyrunbattlefield.com 
 
CONRAD WEISER HOMESTEAD
Womelsdorf, 610-589-2934
conradweiserhomestead.org 
 
CORNWALL IRON FURNACE
Cornwall, 717-272-9711
cornwallironfurnace.org 
 
DANIEL BOONE HOMESTEAD
Birdsboro, 610-582-4900
thedanielboonehomestead.org 
 
DRAKE WELL MUSEUM
Titusville, 814-827-2797
drakewell.org 
 
ECKLEY MINERS’ VILLAGE
Weatherly, 570-636-2070
eckleyminersvillage.com 
 
EPHRATA CLOISTER
Ephrata, 717-733-6600
ephratacloister.org 
 
ERIE MARITIME MUSEUM  
AND FLAGSHIP NIAGARA
Erie, 814-452-2744
eriemaritimemuseum.org 
 
FORT PITT MUSEUM
Pittsburgh, 412-281-9285
heinzhistorycenter.org/fort-pitt 
 
GRAEME PARK
Horsham, 215-343-0965
graemepark.org 
 
HOPE LODGE
Fort Washington, 215-646-1595
historichopelodge.org
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Be a Part 
of History—
Volunteer

The Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation, 
based in Harrisburg, has the following 
volunteer opportunities available: 

•	 Events, programs and activities  
	 on history
•	 A monthly community service activity 	
	 in partnership with the Rotary Club  
	 of Harrisburg 
•	 Educational programs and scholarships  
	 in collaboration with Hershey Enter- 
	 tainment and volunteer opportunities at  
	 Hersheypark in food and beverage,  
	 rides, and concerts for those 18 years  
	 and older

Join the Pennsylvania Trails of History and 
help them tell their stories: 

•	 Leading tours
•	 Working on special events
•	 Assisting museum staff
•	 Researching
•	 Participating in living history programs

Go online for more information at  
paheritage.org or contact Jodie Dodson  
at c-jododson@pa.gov, or visit the website 
of the Trails of History site or museum 
(see the list on the sides of this spread) 
that matches your interest or location to 
see volunteer opportunities. Whether 
in Harrisburg or on the Trails, you can 
play a role in making history matter.
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John Thomas, also a 2023 Volunteer of the Year, demonstrates the use of 
a printing press at Old Economy Village.
Old Economy Village, PHMC

Recent Volunteer of the Year recipient Judith Kirby helps care 
for the animals at Pennsbury Manor. 
Pennsbury Manor, PHMC



WWW.PAHERITAGE.ORG 						                                        PENNSYLVANIA HERITAGE   |  FALL  2024 47

 
JOSEPH PRIESTLEY HOUSE
Northumberland, 570-473-9474
joseph-priestley-house.org

 
LANDIS VALLEY VILLAGE  
& FARM MUSEUM
Lancaster, 717-569-0401
landisvalleymuseum.org

 
OLD ECONOMY VILLAGE
Ambridge, 724-266-4500
oldeconomyvillage.org

 
PENNSBURY MANOR
Morrisville, 215-946-0400
pennsburymanor.org

 
PENNSYLVANIA ANTHRACITE 
HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scranton, 570-963-4804
anthracitemuseum.org

 
PENNSYLVANIA  
LUMBER MUSEUM
Galeton, 814-435-2652
lumbermuseum.org

 
PENNSYLVANIA  
MILITARY MUSEUM
Boalsburg, 814-466-6263
pamilmuseum.org

 
PENNSYLVANIA  
STATE ARCHIVES
Harrisburg, 717-783-3281
pastatearchives.com

 
RAILROAD MUSEUM  
OF PENNSYLVANIA
Strasburg, 717-687-8628
rrmuseumpa.org

 
SOMERSET  
HISTORICAL CENTER
Somerset, 814-445-6077
somersethistoricalcenter.org

 
THE STATE MUSEUM  
OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Harrisburg, 717-787-4980
statemuseumpa.org 
 
WASHINGTON CROSSING  
HISTORIC PARK
Washington Crossing, 215-493-4076
washingtoncrossingpark.org

PHF is pleased to welcome Susan Sherwood to its 
Board of Directors. 
	 Sherwood founded e’lan Media LLC and served as 
its president, writing and producing historical docu-
mentaries and online geopolitical content for veterans’ 
organizations and multimedia programs for both 
nonprofit organizations and corporations. Previously, 
she worked for the Pennsylvania Public Television Net-
work, overseeing collaborative statewide technology, 
programming, public relations and education initiatives 
among the state’s eight public television stations. She 
served four gubernatorial administrations, overseeing 
the production of documentaries for museums, satellite 
and live news events, and multimedia programs that 
won 37 awards, including two Mid-Atlantic Emmys.
	 She was a longtime member and chair of Citizens 
for the Arts in Pennsylvania, vice chair of the Pennsyl-
vania Humanities Council, and a board member of the 
National Civil War Museum. She is currently a member 
of the West Shore Country Club and a volunteer for the 
Peyton Walker Foundation.
	 Sherwood lives in a restored 1810 home in Dillsburg 
and is an avid cook, gardener, skier, golfer, pickleballer 
and fly fisher.

We are grateful for your care and your support. Please send your gift at paheritage.org or by mail  

to Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation, 400 North Street, Harrisburg PA 17120

Why Do You Love History?

History has so many stories to tell—about each of us, our families, our 
communities, our commonwealth, our country. 

History tells the story of who we are, where we have been, and the choices  
we have made to bring us to where we are today. 

History is our past—but also the road map to our future.

Will you join our community to preserve, study, share and better 

understand our past so that it can add meaning to our future?
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PHF Announces New Board Member

Susan Sherwood
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Name Address
City           State             Zip

Telephone (with area code) Email

_ Enclosed is my check or money order payable to Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation

_ Please charge my credit card  
   VISA    MasterCard   Discover  AmEx

Credit card number Exp. date

Authorized Signature

(circle one):

Membership (circle one):   New       Renewal       Type (circle one):   $35 Heritage       $55 Individual       $75 Family     $100 Contributor

FALL  2024

CVV

Join the Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation and  
get a year's subscription to Pennsylvania Heritage!

Heritage $35 
• subscription for one year of Pennsylvania Heritage (4 issues)

Individual $55 
• one year of Pennsylvania Heritage (4 issues)
• free general admission for one adult to Pennsylvania Trails of History  
  sites and museums*
• Time Travelers privileges: free or discounted admission and  
  gift shop discounts at more than 300 museums nationwide 
• online member’s portal access to information and activities
• biweekly e-digest with updates and history

Family $75 
• one year of Pennsylvania Heritage (4 issues)  
• free general admission for two adults in the same household 
   and all children and grandchildren under age 18 to  
   Pennsylvania Trails of History sites and museums* 
• Time Travelers privileges: free or discounted admission and  
   gift shop discounts at more than 300 museums nationwide
• online member’s portal access to information and activities
• biweekly e-digest with updates and history

• one year of Pennsylvania Heritage (4 issues)
• free general admission for two adults in the same household and all    
   children and grandchildren under age 18 to Pennsylvania Trails of  
   History sites and museums*  
• Time Travelers privileges: free or discounted admission and gift shop  
   discounts at more than 300 museums nationwide
• online member’s portal access to information and activities
• biweekly e-digest with updates and history
• $25.00 gift to the Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation and its support  
   of presenting and preserving the history of Pennsylvania

*Some special events and tours at PHMC sites require an additional fee  

Contributor $100

Online:  
paheritage.org

Mail: 
Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0053

Toll free:  
866-823-6539


