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PHF helps preserve the commonwealth’s rich heritage through charitable funding, membership, grant management, and community engagement.
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We began this column in the Summer 2023 issue to mark the 40th 
anniversary of the Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation (PHF) and 
recount our history, starting with our establishment in fall 1983 as 
the Friends of the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission 
to encourage public and private support for the programs of the 
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission (PHMC). We then 
continued the story in the Fall 2023 edition, with our name change 
to the Pennsylvania Heritage Society in 1997 and the PHMC 
programs we supported. 

This third and final installment picks up in 2012 with another 
name change to the Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation. The intent 

was to emphasize our increased role as PHMC’s fundraising partner, 
with the mission to support the work of PHMC in collaboration 
with partner organizations, through fund development, grant 
management, membership, and advocacy.

In this period PHF raised and managed funds for PHMC proj-
ects and programs such as the 50th anniversary of The State 
Museum and Archives Complex in 2015, hosting a special fundrais-
ing gala in addition to other events; a permanent State Museum 
exhibition, The Pennsylvania Turnpike: America's First Superhigh-
way, and events for the turnpike’s 75th anniversary in 2015; full 
restoration of the 13 dioramas that vividly depict Pennsylvania  

The Pennsylvania Turnpike exhibit at The State Museum was completed with support from PHF fundraising and fund management. Photo, Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
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Trails of History Sites  
and Museums

 
BRANDYWINE  
BATTLEFIELD PARK
Chadds Ford, 610-459-3342
brandywinebattlefield.org 
 
BUSHY RUN BATTLEFIELD
Jeannette, 724-527-5584
bushyrunbattlefield.com 
 
CONRAD WEISER HOMESTEAD
Womelsdorf, 610-589-2934
conradweiserhomestead.org 
 
CORNWALL IRON FURNACE
Cornwall, 717-272-9711
cornwallironfurnace.org 
 
DANIEL BOONE HOMESTEAD
Birdsboro, 610-582-4900
thedanielboonehomestead.org 
 
DRAKE WELL MUSEUM
Titusville, 814-827-2797
drakewell.org 
 
ECKLEY MINERS’ VILLAGE
Weatherly, 570-636-2070
eckleyminersvillage.com 
 
EPHRATA CLOISTER
Ephrata, 717-733-6600
ephratacloister.org 
 
ERIE MARITIME MUSEUM  
AND FLAGSHIP NIAGARA
Erie, 814-452-2744
eriemaritimemuseum.org 
 
FORT PITT MUSEUM
Pittsburgh, 412-281-9285
heinzhistorycenter.org/fort-pitt 
 
GRAEME PARK
Horsham, 215-343-0965
graemepark.org 
 
HOPE LODGE
Fort Washington, 215-646-1595
historichopelodge.org
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wildlife in The State Museum’s Mammal Hall, 
completed in 2018; and the 2022 opening of  
the long-term State Museum exhibition A Place  
for All: Three Stories of Integration in Pennsylvania, 
featuring landmark episodes of the Civil Rights 
Movement.

PHF also partnered with Daniel Boone Home-
stead to assist in its operation and with PHMC’s 
Bureau of Historic Sites & Museums (BHSM) in 
the PA History 2 Go project, a series of online 
videos designed to attract virtual visitors to the 
Pennsylvania Trails of History sites and deepen 
their understanding of the Keystone State's rich 
history. PHF is currently working with BHSM to 
help implement and fund a new strategic plan at 

Eckley Miners’ Village that will preserve this 
significant historic resource and deliver a sustain-
able future.

Moving forward, PHF is partnering with the 
Pennsylvania State Archives and Pennsylvania 
State Historic Preservation Office to increase 
awareness and appreciation for those significant 
resources. PHF will continue to proactively partner 
with PHMC in support of its vision and mission. 
We will also communicate more closely with our 
own membership to connect them to their 
personal, family and community histories and 
increase awareness and appreciation that under-
standing the past can help us envision the possibil-
ities for the future. 

PHF Supports Fundraising for New Research  
Center and Overnight Lodging at Eckley
Eckley Miners’ Village, a site on the Pennsylvania 
Trails of History, administered by the Pennsylvania 
Historical & Museum Commission (PHMC), has 
been awarded a $17,000 grant from the Willary 
Foundation. Supporting a strategic plan to adapt 
Eckley’s historic structures for contemporary 
purposes, the grant will aid in establishing an 
interdisciplinary research center and overnight 
lodging in two 19th-century homes.

Located in northeastern Pennsylvania, Eckley is 
pivotal in preserving and sharing the history of 
anthracite coal mining, regional culture, and the 

immigrant experience. In July 2023, designs were 
finalized for the 2,500-square-foot research center, 
encompassing laboratories, classrooms and confer-
ence spaces to serve disciplines like archaeology, 
earth sciences and history. The adjacent lodging 
will host on-site research partners, fostering deeper 
connections with the village, its visitors and 
surrounding communities.

Beyond its role as a research hub, the lodging is 
envisioned as a prototype for a revenue model 
replicable in other historic homes. Enhanced 
research facilities will elevate Eckley’s exhibits, 

A successful PHF fundraising campaign brought in 
generous donations to help restore Mammal Hall, The 
State Museum's popular exhibit of 13 dioramas of wild 
animals in their Pennsylvania habitats. Photo, Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission



 
JOSEPH PRIESTLEY HOUSE
Northumberland, 570-473-9474
joseph-priestley-house.org

 
LANDIS VALLEY VILLAGE  
& FARM MUSEUM
Lancaster, 717-569-0401
landisvalleymuseum.org

 
OLD ECONOMY VILLAGE
Ambridge, 724-266-4500
oldeconomyvillage.org

 
PENNSBURY MANOR
Morrisville, 215-946-0400
pennsburymanor.org

 
PENNSYLVANIA ANTHRACITE 
HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scranton, 570-963-4804
anthracitemuseum.org

 
PENNSYLVANIA  
LUMBER MUSEUM
Galeton, 814-435-2652
lumbermuseum.org

 
PENNSYLVANIA  
MILITARY MUSEUM
Boalsburg, 814-466-6263
pamilmuseum.org

 
PENNSYLVANIA  
STATE ARCHIVES
Harrisburg, 717-783-3281
pastatearchives.com

 
RAILROAD MUSEUM  
OF PENNSYLVANIA
Strasburg, 717-687-8628
rrmuseumpa.org

 
SOMERSET  
HISTORICAL CENTER
Somerset, 814-445-6077
somersethistoricalcenter.org

 
THE STATE MUSEUM  
OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Harrisburg, 717-787-4980
statemuseumpa.org 
 
WASHINGTON CROSSING  
HISTORIC PARK
Washington Crossing, 215-493-4076
washingtoncrossingpark.org
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Celebrate with the Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation at its Third Annual Sip & Savor event.  
On April 14, 2024, PHF will conclude its 40th anniversary celebration at The Winery at Hunters Valley, 
located on the west bank of the Susquehanna River in Liverpool. The Board of Directors invites you to 
join them as they raise their glasses to Pennsylvania and the work of PHF as the nonprofit partner of the 
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission. 

This fundraiser highlights Pennsylvania’s roots in agriculture, the commonwealth’s largest industry, 
with farm-to-table foods. The afternoon will include an array of Pennsylvania-grown produce and locally 
made treats in the form of a grazing table and a selection of wine from The Winery at Hunters Valley. For 
more than 25 years, owners Mike and Carol Williams have worked hard to preserve the picturesque view 
of their vineyard that now features 14 varieties of grapes spanning several acres of vineyard.

Attendees will have the opportunity to bid on silent auction baskets filled 
with items that showcase Pennsylvania’s activities, authors, products and 
experiences. Interspersed with the “Sips,” visit with our Board of Directors, 
hear the local history, and "Savor" Pennsylvania’s rich abundance.

For details on attending or sponsoring this celebration, visit our  
website at paheritage.org. 

PHF to Hold Third Annual Sip & Savor

You care about history because you know it allows us to understand  
the past, make sense of the present, and envision the future. Your 
thoughtfulness now can help us protect, preserve and give meaning to 
our commonwealth’s historic stories, sites and treasures. Your generosity 
will enable today’s youth and tomorrow’s leaders to respect our history 
and add to it with their own.
     History matters to each of us, our families, and our communities.  
Will you please give today so that the Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation 
can continue its work to ensure that our history is available to all?
    We are grateful for your care and your support. Make your gift  
at paheritage.org or by mail to Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation,  
400 North Street, Harrisburg PA 17120.

History 
Matters
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PHF Supports Fundraising for New Research  
Center and Overnight Lodging at Eckley

promoting innovative perspectives on the 
anthracite region’s cultural and environ-
mental legacies.

This project received a $48,000 Chal-
lenge Grant from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities in June 2023, requiring 
matching funds. The Willary Foundation 
grant kickstarts efforts to secure these 
funds, supported by the Pennsylvania Heri-
tage Foundation, PHMC’s nonprofit 
partner.

For further details on Eckley Miners’ 
Village and to support this project, visit 
eckleyminersvillage.com or contact the 
Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation at 
paheritage.org.

A rendering of the circa 1865 Asa Foster House reimagined as an interdisciplinary research 
center, courtesy of JacobsWyper Architects. A ramp and accessibility tower addition on the 
building’s rear would supply elevator access and a second egress to the upper floor.
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Join the Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation and  
get a year's subscription to Pennsylvania Heritage!

Heritage $35 
• subscription for one year of Pennsylvania Heritage (4 issues)

Individual $55 
• one year of Pennsylvania Heritage (4 issues)
• free general admission for one adult to Pennsylvania Trails of History  
  sites and museums*
• Time Travelers privileges: free or discounted admission and  
  gift shop discounts at more than 300 museums nationwide 
• online member’s portal access to information and activities
• biweekly e-digest with updates and history

Family $75 
• one year of Pennsylvania Heritage (4 issues)  
• free general admission for two adults in the same household 
   and all children and grandchildren under age 18 to  
   Pennsylvania Trails of History sites and museums* 
• Time Travelers privileges: free or discounted admission and  
   gift shop discounts at more than 300 museums nationwide
• online member’s portal access to information and activities
• biweekly e-digest with updates and history

• one year of Pennsylvania Heritage (4 issues)
• free general admission for two adults in the same household and all    
   children and grandchildren under age 18 to Pennsylvania Trails of  
   History sites and museums*  
• Time Travelers privileges: free or discounted admission and gift shop  
   discounts at more than 300 museums nationwide
• online member’s portal access to information and activities
• biweekly e-digest with updates and history
• $25.00 gift to the Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation and its support  
   of presenting and preserving the history of Pennsylvania

*Some special events and tours at PHMC sites require an additional fee  

Contributor $100

Online:  
paheritage.org

Mail: 
Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0053

Toll free:  
866-823-6539
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$10.00

The 1948 Donora Smog
Eagles Legend Harold CarmichaelWest Chester’s Old Main

Football’s First Night Game


