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PHF Welcomes New President Donna Fisher 

Donna L. Fisher of Wormleysburg was recently named president of the Pennsyl-
vania Heritage Foundation Board of Directors, succeeding Glenn N. Holliman, 
who has resigned from the position but remains on the board. Fisher has been 
serving as a member of the board since 2017.

A retired partner from the law firm Pepper Hamilton LLP, Fisher concen-
trated her practice in civil litigation. She has continued pro bono work as a fellow 
in The Pepper Center for Public Service.

Fisher has long-standing roots in Pennsylvania. She grew up on a family dairy 
farm in Centre County, received a B.S. in accounting from Penn State University, 
and graduated magna cum laude from the Dickinson School of Law (now Penn 
State Dickinson Law) in Carlisle. She has served as a board director for the 
Friends of the State Museum, the Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts, and 
the Pennsylvania Bar Association.
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The Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation is the nonprofit partner of the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission. Governed by a volunteer board, PHF helps  
preserve the commonwealth’s rich heritage through charitable funding, membership, grant management, and community engagement.

A Letter from the New PHF President

I’m honored to assume the presidency of the Pennsylvania 
Heritage Foundation but realize that I follow in remarkable 
footsteps. Glenn Holliman, who served as president of PHF 
from 2017 to 2023, is a dedicated disciple of history, commit-
ted to preserving Pennsylvania’s heritage for future genera-
tions. His enthusiasm is contagious and has enabled him to 
persuade others to support our mission to preserve the 
commonwealth’s history. While Glenn was at the helm, PHF 
established an endowment fund and supported multiple 
PHMC programs and events. In 2020 Glenn was preparing 
us to launch a fundraising campaign when COVID-19 
brought everything to a standstill. During that time, Glenn 
remained optimistic about PHF’s future and guided us 

through the shutdowns, membership loss, and funding 
restrictions. He has now stepped down from the presidency 
but not from his involvement with PHF. We have been fortu-
nate to have his leadership during the past six years and look 
forward to his continued wise and generous guidance as a 
board member.

This year we celebrate PHF’s 40th anniversary. As we 
commemorate this milestone, we reflect on our history and 
honor those who had the foresight to create this means to 
encourage both public and private support of our partner-
ship with PHMC in preserving Pennsylvania’s history 
through fundraising and membership, grant management 
and community outreach.

Donna L. Fisher, new PHF president

– Donna L. Fisher
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Trails of History Sites  
and Museums

 
BRANDYWINE  
BATTLEFIELD PARK
Chadds Ford, 610-459-3342
brandywinebattlefield.org 
 
BUSHY RUN BATTLEFIELD
Jeannette, 724-527-5584
bushyrunbattlefield.com 
 
CONRAD WEISER HOMESTEAD
Womelsdorf, 610-589-2934
conradweiserhomestead.org 
 
CORNWALL IRON FURNACE
Cornwall, 717-272-9711
cornwallironfurnace.org 
 
DANIEL BOONE HOMESTEAD
Birdsboro, 610-582-4900
thedanielboonehomestead.org 
 
DRAKE WELL MUSEUM
Titusville, 814-827-2797
drakewell.org 
 
ECKLEY MINERS’ VILLAGE
Weatherly, 570-636-2070
eckleyminersvillage.com 
 
EPHRATA CLOISTER
Ephrata, 717-733-6600
ephratacloister.org 
 
ERIE MARITIME MUSEUM  
AND FLAGSHIP NIAGARA
Erie, 814-452-2744
flagshipniagara.org 
 
FORT PITT MUSEUM
Pittsburgh, 412-281-9285
heinzhistorycenter.org/fort-pitt 
 
GRAEME PARK
Horsham, 215-343-0965
graemepark.org 
 
HOPE LODGE
Fort Washington, 215-646-1595
historichopelodge.org
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PHF Marks 40 Years
The Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation was established in fall 1983 as the Friends of the Pennsylvania 
Historical & Museum Commission to encourage public and private support for the programs of 
PHMC. The purpose of establishing a nonprofit organization was to enhance the mission of PHMC 
and give it more flexibility to raise funds and manage programs. 

On January 19, 1984, Gov. Dick Thornburgh formally announced the formation of the Friends as a 
statewide association. “This group will assist the state commission’s historians, museum curators, 
historic preservationists, researchers and archivists as they protect and preserve our distinguished 
history and rich heritage,” Thornburgh said. "Ginny and I are proud to enroll as the first members of 
the association.”

The first Friends memberships in 1984 included a subscription to the quarterly Pennsylvania Heri-
tage magazine, which PHMC had launched in December 1974. In 1988 the Friends began processing 
subscriptions of the magazine as their role in a new publication partnership with PHMC that has 
grown and continues to this day. 

Some of the first projects the Friends supported were restorations at Cornwall Iron Furnace in 
Cornwall, the Joseph Priestley House in Northumberland, Old Economy Village in Ambridge, and the 
U.S. Brig Niagara in Erie, as well as conservation of significant art works, such as Peter F. Rothermel’s 
The Battle of Gettysburg, the centerpiece of The State Museum of Pennsylvania’s Civil War exhibit, and 
construction of a train shed to house the rolling stock at the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania in 
Strasburg. By April 1984 there were sufficient funds to hire a manager for the Friends, and those who 
have served in that role have since carried out the organization’s day-to-day responsibilities.

The Friends of the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission commences. From left to right, PHMC assistant executive director 
Nancy Kolb, PHMC executive director Larry E. Tise, PHMC chair and first president of the Friends Vivian Piasecki, First Lady Ginny 
Thornburgh, and Governor Dick Thornburgh.
Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation



 
JOSEPH PRIESTLEY HOUSE
Northumberland, 570-473-9474
josephpriestleyhouse.org

 
LANDIS VALLEY VILLAGE  
& FARM MUSEUM
Lancaster, 717-569-0401
landisvalleymuseum.org

 
OLD ECONOMY VILLAGE
Ambridge, 724-266-4500
oldeconomyvillage.org

 
PENNSBURY MANOR
Morrisville, 215-946-0400
pennsburymanor.org

 
PENNSYLVANIA ANTHRACITE 
HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scranton, 570-963-4804
anthracitemuseum.org

 
PENNSYLVANIA  
LUMBER MUSEUM
Galeton, 814-435-2652
lumbermuseum.org

 
PENNSYLVANIA  
MILITARY MUSEUM
Boalsburg, 814-466-6263
pamilmuseum.org

 
PENNSYLVANIA  
STATE ARCHIVES
Harrisburg, 717-783-3281
pastatearchives.com

 
RAILROAD MUSEUM  
OF PENNSYLVANIA
Strasburg, 717-687-8628
rrmuseumpa.org

 
SOMERSET  
HISTORICAL CENTER
Somerset, 814-445-6077
somersethistoricalcenter.org

 
THE STATE MUSEUM  
OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Harrisburg, 717-787-4980
statemuseumpa.org 
 
WASHINGTON CROSSING  
HISTORIC PARK
Washington Crossing, 215-493-4076
washingtoncrossingpark.org
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Looking to Meet New People
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Volunteers play an essential role at the historic sites 
and museums on the Pennsylvania Trails of History. 
Dedicated volunteers of all ages contribute their 
time and talents in a wide variety of ways.

Sites are always seeking eager and willing individ-
uals to help keep history alive. Needs range from 
office and gift shop help, animal care, gardening, 
assisting schoolchildren, leading tours, working the front desk, and coordinating social 
media. 

If you are looking to meet new people and experience new adventures while bring-
ing history to life, visit PHF’s volunteer link at paheritage.org

???

The PHF board and Holliman family 
and friends gathered on March 1 to 
thank Glenn N. Holliman for his dedi-
cated service as president of the PHF 
Board of Directors from 2017 to 2023. 
His leadership, professionalism and 
forward thinking has helped to set 
PHF’s course for the coming years.  
His great enthusiasm for sharing and 
preserving Pennsylvania history will 
continue to influence PHF and its good 
works for years to come.

PHF Recognizes President Holliman For His Service

Also in the 1980s the Friends supported PHMC in the acquisition of significant works of art, such as 
the portraits of the presidents of the Pennsylvania Railroad, including world-renowned portraitist John 
Singer Sargent’s painting of seventh PRR president Alexander J. Cassatt, all now in the collection of the 
Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania; and a large canvas by Rothermel, a study for his painting Kenilworth, 
joining the final version in the collection of The State Museum. The Friends also coordinated a five-city 
tour in Pennsylvania of “Magna Carta: The Roads to Liberty” to celebrate the bicentennial of the United 
States Constitution.

To mark the 40th anniversary, the story of the Friends, renamed the Pennsylvania Heritage Society, 
will continue in the next PHF Newsletter.

Donna Fisher presents Glenn Holliman with an 
award for his leadership of PHF.
Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation
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Join the Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation and  
get a year's subscription to Pennsylvania Heritage!

Name Address
City           State             Zip

Telephone (with area code) Email

_ Enclosed is my check or money order payable to Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation

_ Please charge my credit card  
   VISA    MasterCard   Discover  AmEx

Credit card number Exp. date

Authorized Signature

(circle one):

Membership (circle one):   New       Renewal       Type (circle one):   $35 Heritage       $55 Individual       $75 Family     $100 Contributor

*Some special events and tours at PHMC sites require an additional fee  

Online:  
paheritage.org

Mail: 
Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0053

Toll free:  
866-823-6539

Heritage $35 
• subscription for one year of Pennsylvania Heritage (4 issues)

Individual $55 
• one year of Pennsylvania Heritage (4 issues)
• free general admission for one adult to Pennsylvania Trails of History  
  sites and museums*
• Time Travelers privileges: free or discounted admission and  
  gift shop discounts at more than 300 museums nationwide 
• online member’s portal access to information and activities
• biweekly e-digest with updates and history

Family $75 
• one year of Pennsylvania Heritage (4 issues)  
• free general admission for two adults in the same household 
   and all children and grandchildren under age 18 to  
   Pennsylvania Trails of History sites and museums* 
• Time Travelers privileges: free or discounted admission and  
   gift shop discounts at more than 300 museums nationwide
• online member’s portal access to information and activities
• biweekly e-digest with updates and history

• one year of Pennsylvania Heritage (4 issues)
• free general admission for two adults in the same household and all    
   children and grandchildren under age 18 to Pennsylvania Trails of  
   History sites and museums*  
• Time Travelers privileges: free or discounted admission and gift shop  
   discounts at more than 300 museums nationwide
• online member’s portal access to information and activities
• biweekly e-digest with updates and history
• $25.00 gift to the Pennsylvania Heritage Foundation and its support  
   of presenting and preserving the history of Pennsylvania

Contributor $100
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